
RESEARCH  NOTES AND QUERIES P. w. HAMMOND

ANOTHER MALORY
Graham Harris  has  sent  a  note  on  a  suggested  new  author  for the  “  Morte
d’Arthur.”

Whilst  engaged on research for a  biography of Anthony Woodville, 2nd
Earl Rivers, Richard  Griffith, Professor of English at  Long Island University,
has made  some  important discoveries regarding the authorship of the  “ Morte
d’Arthur.” The accepted author, Sir  Thomas  Malory of Newbold Revel,
Warwickshire, has  a  criminal record which makes him sound  most unlike  the
author  of a moralistic tale such as the  “  Morte  d’Arthur.” The author would
have  needed access to  a  library, there  is no evidence to  show  that the Newbold
Revel Malory had any such access.  A  possible library, and a new candidate
for the authorship of the “ Morte  d’Arthur  ”  have been suggested by Professor
Griffith. He makes the important point  that both  Malory and Earl Rivers
were at the siege of Alnwick Castle  (Alnwick  has  been  identified as Lancelot’s
castle of Joyeaux Gard). It  seems quite  possible  that  Earl Rivers and Malory
could have been friends, both of them  being lovers of chivalry, and Rivers
was of course a great scholar. Professor Griffith suggests that the library of
Charles VI of France instead of  being broken up by John Duke of  Bedford,
was passed on his death to his second  wife,  the nineteen year old daughter of
Pierre, Count  of St.  Pol.  She married  again, this  time to Richard Woodville,
lst Earl Rivers. Here  then  is  a  possible source for the  “  Morte  d’Arthur.”
Being French the library would  have  contained many Arthurian manuscripts,
and if Malory was a  friend  of  Anthony Woodville he  would  have had  access
to the library. As author Professor  Griffith  rejects Malory of Newbold  Revel
and plumps for  a  Malory from  Papworth St.  Agnes,  Combridgeshire.  A  son
of the  Papworth Malory had the  name  of  Anthony, a  very rare name in the
fifteenth  century, perhaps  a  nice gesture on the part of Malory towards his
patron. In  addition, Malory and Woodville were near neighbours, in fact only
six miles apart. The previous  stumbling block to  this  identification was the
fact  that  no one had been able to find any reference to this Malory being a
knight.  Professor  Griffith  had  found  such  a  reference which  seems  to clinch
his argument. _

A  copy of  a  paper  setting out Professor  Griffith’s  views  in full is now in
the  Society’s  Library.

THE  BOAR BADGE

That the boat was  a favoured  badge of the  House  of York in the early
part of the 15th  century, is amply borne out in the church of  Hemington,
Northamptonshire.  Here  we have ten (two  sets  of five) of the Fotheringhay
choir stalls  with  misericords preserved when the  choir  of the latter was destroyed
in the  16th  century. On the four  stall  ends are carved: a crown and  ostrich
feather, a  rose, a  falcon and fetterlock, and  a  boar. Among the misericords
are representations of  a  crown, a  falcon and fetterlock, an heraldic helm and
mantling crowned, and two boars counter salient.

(A  note from  Mrs. Pauline  E.  Rout/1.)
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CELEBRATIONS  IN  BRUGES

In  a  Bruges Chronicle for  1477-1491  appears the following entry:  “  Item
on the 7th day of Haymonth (July) anno. 83, the English had  hung on  both
sides of the street, from Kermers Bridge to the corner of the Kermers Church,
red and blue cloths, and had placed 200 burning torches, and had covered the
aforesaid cloths with 300 shields charged with the arms of England. At the
corner of the aforesaid church there was placed  a butt  of wine, all comers
given therefrom, as long as it lasted, and at the foot of the aforesaid bridge
was made  a  fire, right in the middle of the  street, of good square oak logs, and
the  good  merchants and the nation of the English did  this, because  of  their
new king.”

(Discovery and  translation  of the  passage  by Miss Maaike Lulafs from
“  Krom'jk  van  Brugge,” edited  by C.  Carton, Ghent, 1859, page  56.)

It is difficult to understand why the  “  good merchants  ”  of Bruges should
celebrate Richard’s coronation one day late, since he announced when it would
be as soon as he had assumed the crown on  26th  June. News would not take
all that long to  reach  Bruges in the  fifteenth century.  Perhaps it was because
the 6th was a Sunday.

“ DE RE  MILITARI ”

Until Miss Rhoda Edwards pointed it out to me, I, and it  seems  no one
else, had noticed that at the  bottom  of folio la in the copy of  “  De Re Militari  ”
owned by Richard is a large and splendid Grifl‘on  (see  plate 10 in  “  Richard
III " the catalogue of the exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery). As she
says, there  is really no conceivable reason for this to  appear, it was not a royal
badge, and it was not part of  a  series of animals in the border. Its presence
raises a most  interesting question: could the  book have  been commissioned
and illuminated by Richard, not to keep himself, but to  give  to his son Edward  ?
Edward  very probably used  a  Grifl'on  as his badge, derived from his title of
Earl of Salisbury (see my “ Edward of Middleham,” page  26).  There  is no
other clue in the book, none of the other illuminated pages contain  anything
which would  support  this  theory, unless the presence of the arms of  both  the
King and Gueen (folios 1a and  49a), parents of the Prince, can be so interpreted.
It can be asked however, what  better  present could a  King who was also  a
soldier find to  give  to  a  son  whom  he probably hoped would follow in his
footsteps?

“  DICTES  AND  SAYINGS  OF THE  PHILOSOPHERS ”

A  facsimile reproduction of  this, the first  book  printed in England by
Caxton in  1477, has just been  published  by the Diploma Press (40 Broadway,
London, SW1H OBY) at £8.50. It is well known to members as  being the
translation of Anthony Woodville, Earl Rivers  (see  P. M.  Kendall, “ Richard
III,” page 125). It is of course, in old English  black letter, the with original
Prologue  by Rivers, Caxton’s  Epilogue and  a  reprinted  Introduction  by William
Blades, the  Victorian  expert  on  Caxton.
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“ ENGLISH HISTORICAL LITERATURE'IN  THE
FIFTEENTH CENTURY ”

A  copy of this important  book  by C. L. Kingsford has  just Seen  added
to  .the  Society’s Library. Its purpose is explained by the  title,  the nature of
it may be gauged from the titles of the chapters, of which Chapter  VII:  Chroni-
cles of the House of  York, 1470-1485, and Chapter X: Sixteenth Century
Historians and Fifteenth Century History, are examples.  A  thoroughly
recommended  book.

RICARDIAN  MAN  USCRIPTS  .

Miss  Kit Burrows has recently completed  a  fully descriptive  list  of all the
manuscripts in the British Museum Library which refers specifically to Richard
[II as Duke or King. She has added the reference numbers of negatives, micro-
films, etc., where relevant to facilitate ordering copies. This most useful
check  list of the Museum’s holdings is  available  on loan from  the-Society’s
Library. .

BOSWORTH FIELD  I914 - JEREMY POTTER

September  2nd, 1974  was  a  great day for Ricardians: after nearly five hundred
years Richard of Gloucester reappeared on Bosworth field.  This  time it was
H.R.I-I. the  Duke' of Gloucester, cousin  to Elizabeth II, and he was formally
opening the battlefield to the public. The first Richard,  Duke  of Gloucester,
since Richard III, he was accompanied by another duke who  boasts  Plantagenet
blood: the  Duke  of  Rutland, a  descendant of Richard’s sister Anne, Duchess
of Exeter. Neither was on horse or in armour,  however.  More prosaically,
Gloucester (slightly ‘built  and unhunchbacked but wearing a tweed suit and
hornrimmed spectacles) was present in his role as President of the East Mid-
_lands  Tourist  Board  and  Rutland  as Chairman of the Leicestershire  County
Council. .

The battlefield project is an enterprise of the county council, aided and
harried by members of the  Society.  The cost to local ratepayers has been
£60,000. As a local authority the council has valiantly attempted to remain
strictly impartial about the rival merits of the contestants in the battle. .Neu-
trality between  right and wrong' has been the best we could  expect  from them,
I told them gravely when they resisted various pressures from the  Society.
Nevertheless, on the opening day even the ofl‘icial  speeches  were wholeheartedly
Ri‘cardian and Richard now seems to be a fair way towards being rehabilitated
as a local hero. The  Duke  of Gloucester described his reputation as having
been “  torn  to pieces by Shakespeare, who was the  Tudors’ highly successful
'propagandist” and expressed the  hope  that the opening of the battlefield
'would  “ cast  more  accurate light on the  events  that took place  there.”

The project consists of an exhibition centre, which includes  a  panor‘ama  o
the  battle;  an auditorium  where  the last 20 minutes of the  Olivier  film of  Richard
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